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arrived   at   to   locate   the   chief  military   station   in
upper Assam at Dibrughar, the necessity for having
a   garrison   nearer   to   the   Hkamtis    and    Singphos
having been shown by disturbances during the past
few    years.      Captain    V^tch,    afterwards    General
Hamilton Vetch,  the British officer  controlling the
Matak   (Moran)   country   in  which   Dibrughar   lies,
selected the site; and lines, fort, jail, and other build-
ing rapidly followed.    The church, built by the late
General Reid (R.E.) is a memorial to Colonel White,
who, we have seen before, was killed at Sadiya.    It
was not, however, until about  1880 that  a regular
steamer service plied up and down the Brahmaputra,
and that this far eastern station was thus connected
up with Bengal.    Towards the end of the " thirties "
coal  was  found, first  on  the   Safrai  river where  it
emerges  from  the   hills, a  little   east   of  Sibsagor;
and a Commission was formed to discover if it was
workable, and to what extent, in these hills.    More
being found in the Tipam hills, and the Commission
reporting favourably,  Mr.  Landers,   Special  Assist-
ant   to   the   Commissioner,   in   1842   opened   and
worked the   first mine on the Namsangia   range in
the Dikkoo valley, after which other mines beyond
Dibrughar were opened, and the industry has since
progressed   with   enormous   strides.    This,   together
with the tea industry in the Dibrughar district and
the   difficulty   of transporting  both   commodities   to
the river  steamers, led  in  1878 to the first  idea of
railway   construction,   which   was   favoured   by   Sir
Stewart Bayley.     The following year a company was
formed, but owing to  difficulties  in raising money
for the project, no advance was made till 1881 when,